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The Progressive Form is a feature that distinguishes the English language from all other Germanic languages,
which have no parallel construction to offer. But not only is it rare, it is also special in a way that over the
development of English its frequency has been in increase. It is for these reasons that this paper tries to
determine to what extent the development of the English Progressive Form was influenced by other languages.
For this purpose the different stages of the development of the Progressive Form will be illustrated along with
the evolution of the English language as such, after providing basic information on the grammatical concept of
aspect. Subsequently the four contact situations between the English and the Celts, Romans, Danes and
Normans will be described and information on their languages as well as their influence on the English
Progressive Form will be gathered. In a final step the findings of the previous chapters will be brought together
in order to answer the question at hand. | would like to point out that the History of the English language by
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