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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1904 edition. Excerpt: . NOTES NOTES SOCIETY AND SOLITUDE IT may be well to
recall some of the outward events which occurred and conditions which existed during the decade intervening
between the publication of The Conduct of Life and of Mr. Emerson s next volume of essays, Society and
Solitude, which did not appear until 1870. In those years a crisis in which the life or death of the United States
hung long in what seemed a doubtful issue had been safely passed. Statesmen, practical politicians who
ridiculed the higher law which the scholars and simple folk believed in, and merchants who strove to silence
them for the sake of trade, were suddenly overwhelmed by the logic of events. Destiny sat by and said, Pang for
pang your seed shall pay, Hide in false peace your coward head, | bring round the harvest day. This triumph of
Right to Redress the eternal scales brought to Emerson relief and joy; but he had not, like Jonah, sat still
watching for the destruction of the wicked. Before the war, in speaking for the slave, he had steadily braved
unpopularity, and once or twice perhaps danger; yet, seeing the distress that sudden loss of slave property
would cause in the South, had urged compensation when few Northern abolitionists could make allowance for
the unfortunate condition into which the slaveholders were born, but regarded them only as criminals. He
wished to deliver the white man from his curse even more than...
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