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start by assuming that Russia s power before it can materialize
as influence in distinct policy outcomes on the political-
military, cultural and economic fields has to go through
certain filters . These filters are, first, Russia s domestic process
of policy formulation towards Central Asia; second, the process
of state and nation-building within the region; and, third, the
impact of policies pursued by other influential players in the
region, most notably the U.S. and China. My main argument in
this paper is that Putin s policy of a strategic reassertion has
the biggest impact on the first filter (formulation of Russia s
policy towards Central Asia) that leads to the reinvigoration of
Russia s Central Asia policy. The structures of the second and...
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