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University of Washington Press, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 224 x 137 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book. In Underdog, poet Katrina Roberts draws on wide-ranging historical and cultural
sources to consider questions of identity, to ask us to meditate on how each of us is other - native, immigrant,
sojourner, alien - and to examine our at-once shared and foreign frontiers and margins. Throughout the book,
the writer s home becomes a palimpsest of characters erased and resurrected. In boldly inventive poems, she
addresses the lives of Chinese immigrants, the appeal of African Dogon tribal lore, the heroics and defeats of
artists, canine astronauts, and Mexican farm laborers, to name just a few. Dramatic and lyrical, many poems
become repositories for spells, memories, and tales. Here landscapes are faces to be studied and memorized;
forgotten and overlooked legends and objects (whether quotidian, pop-cultural, ancient, or obscure), as well as
characters from this planet and beyond, are retrieved and acknowledged. Other poems are concise prismatic
shards, refracting and seeking specific meaning and even beauty in a world that is oEen both unpredictable
and inscrutable. All are stitched together with unflinching compassion and a keen desire to bear witness, to
comprehend something of the self s relevance in a global context. The poems, oEen meticulously researched,
are elaborate matrices of associations, translations, re-imaginings. Age-old mind-body questions emerge: how
did we get here, these poems ask urgently, and in what ways will we carry on? What does it mean to be and to
belong in times of crisis? They wonder at how individuals through the ages have handled, oEen with grace,
tremendous injustice, and they seek to comprehend the mysteries of our perpetual migrations away from and
toward each other. Their Flight is Practically Silent He says one thing...
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