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Discourse We cannot believe this; the founding of the English Colonies in North America, their subsequent
independence and union cost too great a price, and were marked in their progress with too many tokens the
ulterior purposes of the divine providence to allow so disastrous a conclusion. Are not the prayers of the early
Colonists, from the Bay of Massachusetts to the Gulf of Mexico - of the Puritans of the North, the Presbyterians
of the middle Colonies, and the Huguenots of the South - yet had in remembrance before God? Are not their
tears preserved in His bottle? Are not the graves of the founders of the Republic, of the men who gathered the
feeble, distracted and insolvent States of this continent into one great empire too fresh, as yet, for the
destruction of the mighty work, accomplished by their wisdom, foresight and mutual forbearance? Are the
counsels of the Father of his country so soon forgotten: Have the people of the United States been so suddenly
bereft of their characteristic sagacity in all that concerns their material interests, as to plunge with their eyes
open into the bottomless abyss of secession and dis-union? Will they submit for any length of time to any
movement in that direction? Not until all patriotism is extinguished, not until all perception of national and
individual interests is utterly lost, not until they are prepared to dishonor the graves of the dead who fell in
every battlefield from Bunker Hill to Yorktown, and from Yorktown to the swamps of South Carolina, where
rang the shouts of Marion s men; may,...
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