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time. It is also lighter in the woods than in the open plain, and
lighter in a gentle than in a strong wind. Naturally also the
lower layers having to support the upper become more dense.
Indeed, if enough snow accumulates, the lower layers soon
approach the consistency of ordinary ice. Though most people
consider snow rather a nuisance after its first beauty has
disappeared, yet it is often welcomed by the farmers. Snow is a
non-conductor of heat, a fact which the dwellers in Arctic
regions utilize when they build houses of it. When the earth is
coated with snow, it prevents frost from penetrating into the
ground and injuring the plants. Moreover, if the snow melts
slowly, the greater Fig. 34. Models of hailstones seven inches in
circumference. part of the water soaks into the soil and
replenishes the underground springs, so making...
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