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and a simple question on the operation of a steam engine or
boiler. With that paper in hand ten minutes would determine
whether he would be an asset or a liability in thermodynamics;
whether he was master of the fundamentals and had reached
the thermodynamic level. I leave to the imagination the effects
on the student attitude and morale throughout the previous
period of university work. As before outlined, one of the prime
conditions of mental growth is proper mental exercise. The
recognition of this is so general as to be almost universal. Every
textbook has exercises and problems in connection with the text.
The recognized use of our laboratories and shops is to furnish
exercises to the mind and not until we come to institutions
frankly trade schools do we find manual skill the dominant note
in instruction. Despite this widespread recognition of the...
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