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Book ***** Print on Demand *****.States would do whatever it takes to help Taiwan s defense - a position more
supportive of Taiwan than had been articulated by previous U.S. presidents. In April 2001, the President also
approved a substantial sale of U.S. weapons to Taiwan, including Kidd-class destroyers, anti-submarine P-3
Orion aircraH, and diesel submarines. The White House also was more accommodating to visits from Taiwan
oIicials than previous U.S. Administrations, and permitted visits from Taiwan s president in 2001 and 2003, and
from Taiwan s vice president and defense minister in 2002. The Administration s initially assertive posture was in
keeping with growing congressional sentiment that greater U.S. support was needed for Taiwan s defense
needs, particularly given the PRC s military build-up in southern China. Members undertook a number of
bipartisan initiatives to focus more U.S. attention on Taiwan and raise its international stature. These included
House establishment of the Congressional Taiwan Caucus in 2002, and Senate establishment of the Senate
Taiwan Caucus in 2003. But President Bush s first term has been a time of increasing complexity and
unpredictability in Taiwan s political environment. Since 2000, the long-ruling Nationalist Party (KMT) has been
handed a series of stunning defeats, most recently losing the presidential election of March .
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